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Free to Obey God

Jesus says:

“He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is
he who loves Me. And he who loves Me will be loved by
My Father, and | will love him and manifest Myself to
him.”

John 14:21

15 “If you love Me, you will keep My commandments,

16 “And | will pray the Father, and He will give you

another Helper, that He may abide with you forever,

17 “the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive,

because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you

know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you.
John 14:15-17

“Here is the patience of the saints; herare those
keeping the commandments of God and the faith of
Jesus”.

Rev 14:12



What changes does God make to our hearts when His Holy
Spirit comes to dwell inside us? What is the new Freedothat we
receive as the Children of God? This booklet reveals whitte Bible
teaches about these questions.
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Introduction
Jesus says: “He who has My commandments and keepsithe he who
loves Me. And he who loves Me will be loved by Mytiier, and | will love
him and manifest Myself to him.” John 14:21

Even in the End Times God wants us to keep His commants: “Here is
the patience of the saints; hare those keeping the commandments of God
and the faith of Jesus”. Rev 14:12

These passages clearly teach that to have a dedpvamgrelationship with
God we need both the faith of Jesus and obedienbe tommandments of
God. Yet the Bible also reveals that our covenaaticgiship to God’s
commandments changes when we accept Christ as oouSa¥hat is this
change and how does it affect our life in Christ® Wged to carefully
examine what God's Word teaches us about these isawaisg lan attitude
like the Bereans:

These the Bereankwere more noble than those in Thessalonica,
in that they received the word with all readinessrering the
Scriptures dailyo sedf these things were so. 12 Therefore many
of them believed, and also not a few of the Grepksminent
women as well as men. Acts 17:11

Jesus has freed us from the body of sin and has gsv/eis Spirit to enable us
to walk through the Narrow Gate and on the wayld@ats to eternal life. This
narrow way is positioned between legalism (only laegging required) and
lawlessness (law-keeping not required). Jesus tedlbhesawlessness cuts
much deeper than many think:

“Therefore, whatever you want men to do to you, do & them,
for this is the Law and the Prophets. Enter by tiheomagate; for
wide is the gate and broad is the way that leadedtvuction, and
there are many who go in by it. Because narrow igj#e and
difficult is the way whicHeads to life, and there are few who find
it.

Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheepthind,
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but inwardly they are ravenous wolves. You will knownthigy
their fruits. Do men gather grapes from thornbushég®ifrom
thistles?

Even so, every good tree produces excellent fruit, but aptorr
tree produces evil fruit. A good tree cannot produddren, nor
can a corrupt tree produce excellent fruit. Every traedbes not
produce excellent fruit is cut down and thrown into tine. f
Therefore by their fruits you will know them.

Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,” will entinto the
kingdom of heaven, but those who do the will of MyHeatin
heaven. Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, dptin Your
name did we not prophesy, and in Your name cast oubrdem
and in Your name perform many powerful works?’

And then | will declare to them, ‘I never knew ya&part from
Me, you who practice lawlessness!” Mat 7:12-23

Do you see that Jesus declares that if we are notike&aws we are practicing
lawlessness? If so, we have never truly known hidnHenwill reject us unless
we repent

The Good News is twofold. First, we are set fremrfrour sins through the
sacrifice of Jesus who took our sins and died théngesnalty for us. Then we
are given God'’s Spirit, making us free to obey Godlagp His laws.

Let's examine what the Bible teaches about these tweregf and then see
what God really gives to us and expects from us ashdren.

Legalism
Legalism ignores the need for the sacrifice of &haind the indwelling of
God'’s spirit. It claims that we can earn our own savaby meticulously
keeping laws, whether commandments of men or eveisGaws. But is this
possible?

! Taken to its final extreme, lawlessness rejectssemyblance of Christian
faith as well as rejecting God's Law.



3 Free to Obey God

God makes it crystal clear that he does not watd alsey the commandments
of men if they conflict with His laws, even thogg@mus sounding religionists:

Then the scribes and Pharisees who were from Jenusafee to
Jesus, saying, “Why do Your disciples transgresg #uiition of
the elders? For they do not wash their hands wiegreat bread.”
But He answered and said to them, “Why do you ataustyress
the commandment of God because of your tradition? eor G
commanded, saying, ‘Honour your father and your mptaed,
‘He who curses father or mother, let him be put toldeat
But you say, ‘Whoever says to his father or motherhatever
profit you might have received from me has been destida the
temple”; is released from honouring his father ortrant Thus
you have made the commandment of God of no effect by yo
tradition.
Hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy about you, sayiiigrese
people draw near to Me with their mouth, and honounvitle
their lips, but their heart is far from Me. And in walney worship
Me, teaching as doctrine the commandments of Mén.’

Mat 15:1-9

The Pharisees created their own set of ‘laws’nlag these would stop people
from breaking God's Law. The religion that resulteahi this is now called
Judaism Jesus makes it very clear that their approach (nzatefaws) will
not lead to salvation!

Nor does He want us to follow the laws (or godspadan religions:

2 The CHC Publications translation is used throughoatatticle. It can be
downloaded free from our website at www.chcpublicatiets.

3 The ‘orthodox churches’ such as Roman Catholicisreelr Russian, etc
have likewise corrupted Christianity, ignoring lasggments of God’s Word
so they can replace it with their own traditions aatemonies, often derived
from pagan religions.
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You shall totally destroy all the places where théonatwhich
you are dispossessing served their gods, on the higimtiains
and on the hills and under every green tree. Andshall smash
their altars, shatter their sacred pillars, and bueir thooden
pillars with fire; you shall cut down the carved imagésheir
gods and destroy their names from that place.

You shall not do these thingghich areagainst Jehovah your
God. Deu 12:2-4

And again:

Take heed to yourself lest you are snamedfollow them after
they are destroyed from before you; and lest you incaftex

their gods, saying, ‘How did these nations serve tads? I,

even |, will do so too.’

You shall not do this to Jehovah your God,; for eveng Jehovah
hates and which He detests they have done unto thes:, &r

they even burn their sons and daughters in the fitiseio gods.

All the things | command you, be careful to observe;siall not
add to it nor take away front.it Deu 12:30 to 32

So, now we see that God has commanded us to obsdyudie Laws and no
one else’s. Does this mean that we can indeedatarnal life on our own
through keeping God’s Laws?

The Perfect Law of God
Jehovah, being a perfect God, gave us His Laws, whicte from the heart of
His being and which were perfect:

The law of Jehovah is perfect, converting the sl téstimony
of Jehovah is sure, making wise the simple;

The statutes of Jehovah are right, rejoicing the theahe
commandment of Jehovah is pure, enlightening the eyes
The fear of Jehovah is clean, enduring foreverjutigments of

* See also Acts 14:8 to 18 for a New Covenant rejecfipaganism.



5 Free to Obey God

Jehovah are true and righteous altogether.

More to be desired are they than gold, Yea, than rinelgold;
sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb.

Moreover by them Your servant is warned, and in keggiiam
there is great reward. Psm 19:7 to 11

The sure foundation of all of God’s Laws are love:

Then one of them, a lawyer, asked Him a questigtingeHim,
and saying, “Teacher, which ike great commandment in the
law?”

Jesus said to him, “ *You shall love Jehovah your Gl all
your heart, and with all your soul, and with all youndy' This

is the first and great commandment.

And the seconds like it: ‘You shall love your neighbour as
yourself.” On these two commandments hang all thve &iad the
Prophets.” Mat 22:35 to 40

God'’s Law is so important to Him that He personadiyne down and spoke to

us the framework of His Law as recorded in Exodus 20:1-17:

And God spoke all these words, saying:

“I am Jehovah your God, who brought you out of the land of
Egypt, out of the house of bondage.

“You shall have no other gods before Me.

“You shall not make for yourself a carved image, oy keness
of anything that is in heaven above, or that ifédarth beneath,
or that is in the water under the earth; you shalbow down to
them nor serve them. For |, Jehovah your God, galeus God,
visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the childrenthe third and
fourth generations of those who hate Me, but showiegcynto
thousands, to those who love Me and keep My commaridme
“You shall not take the name of Jehovah your Godain,\for
Jehovah will not hold him guiltless who takes Hisnean vain.
“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six dayskall
labour and do all your work, but the seventh day isStgbath
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of Jehovah your God. You shall do no work in it: yoar your
son, nor your daughter, nor your male servant, nor fe@uale
servant, nor your cattle, nor your stranger who is iwijlour
gates. For in six days Jehovah made the heavertbeaedrth, the
sea, and all that is in them, and rested the dedayt Therefore
Jehovah blessed the Sabbath day and sanctified it.
“Honour your father and your mother, that your days belpng
upon the land which Jehovah your God is giving you.

“You shall not murder.

“You shall not commit adultery.

“You shall not steal.

“You shall not testify a false witness against yoeighbour.
“You shall not covet your neighbour’s house; you shéllowet
your neighbour’s wife, nor his male servant, nor éisdle serv-
ant, nor his ox, nor his donkey, nor anything thatyour
neighbour’s.”

These are literally called the Ten Words in the ldebScriptures, though
commonly called the Ten Commandments. The resbdiGaw is built on this
framework.

Why did God give us His Law?
“And now, Israel, what does Jehovah your God recpfingou,
but to fear Jehovah your God, to walk in all His wagd to love
Him, to serve Jehovah your God with all your head aith all
your soul, and to keep the commandments of Jehovakliand
statutes which | command you today for your good?
Indeed heaven and the highest heavens belong to bejowa
God, also the earth with all that is in it. Deu 10:1240

“Therefore you shall love Jehovah your God, and keisp H
charge, His statutes, His judgments, and His commamsm
always. Deu 11:1

“And it shall be that if you diligently obey My commamndnts
which | command you today, to love Jehovah your Gubiserve
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Him with all your heart and with all your soul, thewill give
you the rain for your land in its season, the eaaip and the
latter rain, that you may gather in your grain, yeewmvine, and
your oil. And | will send grass in your fields forwyolivestock,
that you may eat and be filled.

Take heed to yourselves, lest your heart be deceined;ou turn
aside and serve other gods and worship them, lestard’s
anger be aroused against you, and He shut up the heavitiad
there be no rain, and the land yield no produce, and yishpe
quickly from the good land which Jehovah is giviryy
Therefore you shall lay up these words of mine in ymart and
in your soul, and bind them as a sign on your handileydshall
be as frontlets between your eyes.

You shall teach them to your children, speaking afitiren you
sit in your house, when you walk by the way, when yoddiwn,
and when you rise up.” Deu 11:13to 19

Verse 10:13 makes it clear: God gave us His Laws fogood. They are true
and teach us a righteous way of life. If we keep Gladis, He will bless us.
And have another read of Deu 11:18 - God wants us to piMdids into our
hearts where they will become a sign on our hands$aaiedead. These marks
surely signify what we do and think. If we are fallog what God teaches us,
the marks are His. If instead we follow Satan (exarhis beast) the marks are
Satan’s.

So God wants everyone to keep His Law. Everyoneishaot in a personal
relationship with God through Jesus Christ is under ighich means they
have an obligation to keep God’s law through their efforts. But is that
what everyone does? Perhaps the most controvefdta @en Words is the
Sabbath commandment, as that is the one which few peageattempt to
keep. Where did it come from and what does it reqgpfites?
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The Fourth Word

The fourth of the Ten Words is the Sabbath commalmelbasics of the entire
Ten Words came into existence when God createditbigsth and made it holy
at the end of Creation Week as recorded in Genesis:

Thus the heavens and the earth, and all the hosewi, tvere

finished.

And on the seventh day God completed His work whiethad

done, and He rested on the seventh day from alvdi& which

He had done.

Then God blessed the seventh day and sanctifieddaguse in it

He rested from all His work which God had created made.
Gen2:1to3

Jehovah will guide you continually, and satisfy youulsin
drought, and strengthen your bones; you shall be hkatared
garden, and like a spring of water, whose watensotidail.

Those from among you shall build the old waste plagasshall
raise up the foundations of many generations; and yall s
called the Repairer of the Breach, the Restoretret to Dwell

In.

“If you turn your foot away from the Sabbath, from doyagr
own pleasure on My holy day, and call the Sabbath ahtielig
honourable to the holiness of Jehovah, and shall hatout
doing your own ways, nor finding your own pleasure, nor
speakingyour ownwords, then you shall delight yourself in
Jehovah; and | will ridevith you on the heights of the earth, and
provide for yowfthe inheritance of your father Jacob. The mouth
of Jehovah has spoken.” Isa 58:11 to 14

Have you been taught that the Sabbath is a delight@miifable? That God
will lift up those who keep it and reveal to them best things that can be
experienced on earth? Are you being taught that the@ée®wnant commands
us to keep it?



9 Free to Obey God

For if Jesus had given them rest, He would not hpeken of
another day after this. Therefore there remainskéeping of
Sabbaths for the people of God

For he who has entered His rest has himself assedsfrom his
works as God did from His. Let us therefore be dilige enter
that rest, lest anyone fall after the same examplesobedience.
For the word of God is living and active, and shatpen any
two-edged sword, piercing even to the division afl smd spirit,
and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner othbeghts and
intents of the heart. Heb 4:8 to 12

The command to keep God's Sabbath in Hebrews 4:9 comipietestatement
of all ten of the Ten Words in the New Covenang (ge 12:32, 1 Jn 5:21, Mat
23:18-23 & Rom 13:8-10).

There is nowhere in Scripture where God transferbléssings He placed on
the Sabbath to another day of the Wiedd there is every reason to believe
that God spent that first Sabbath in the Garden of Edin Adam and Eve,
teaching them and fellowshipping with them. Furth&lece that the Sabbath
was given to man before Mt. Sinai is given in Exodu4-B&. Especially note
vs 28: “Jehovah said to Moses, “How long do you refus&eep My
commandments and My laws?”, referring to theiretiard for God’s Sabbath.
Please read the larger context: God asked this qoesteeks before the
covenant was made at Mt Sinai.

God gave His law to humanity two and a half thousandsyearlier. Only

® The Greek word hidden in most translationsdgpaticpog (sabbatismos
sab-bat-is-mos’ (Strong’s #4520)) which means “keepingabb&ths”. The
English Standard Version (ESV) does a good translaf this verse.

® The supposed transfer of the Sabbath to the first fkine aveek was made
by the Roman Catholic “church”, and has no Biblical sup@C Cardinal
Gibbons makes this crystal clear in “Rome’s Chall&éngeailable on our
website. This article confirms that they are théfédent’ power of Dan 7:23
to 25 who try to change God's times (weekly and anSa&lbaths) and law.



feréo Obey God 10

parts of it have been recorded for us in Scripture béfaras re-given at Mt.
Sinai along with the Mosaic Covenant (see Gen 4:4-113,726:5, Exo 15:26,
etc). Be absolutely clear on this: God first gave$tibbath to Adam and Eve,
and through them to all of humanity. Before they, #slam and Eve rejoiced
in keeping the Sabbaths with Jehovah. God requires anettp keep His
Sabbath. Defiling God's Sabbath is Sikod even says that defiling His
Sabbaths actually profanes Him:

“The conspiracy of her prophets in her midst is likearing lion
tearing the prey; they have devoured souls; they hakenta
treasure and precious things; they have made manywsidder
midst.
Her priests have violated My law and profaned My hhblggs;
they have not distinguished between the holy and ynhot have
they made known the difference between the uncleanttand
clean; and they have hidden their eyes from My Sdisbab that
| am profaned among them.
Her princes in her midst are like wolves tearinggdtey, to shed
blood, to destroy souls, and to get dishonest gain.”

Ezek 22:25 to 27

Have your prophets and ‘priests’ made these things knowou?

Has anyone tried to use Romans 14:5 and the first hadfree 6 to ‘prove’
that ‘everyday can be a Sabbath’ or ‘all days ares#ime’ for them? If so,
please read these verses in the proper context of Ribmans chapter 14.
There was no dispute about whether someone should ke§alioath holy.
The disputes were about whether a Christian should bgetavean and
whether they should eat their normal food, a spd@abr fast on the Sabbath.

’ A detailed study of God’'s Sabbath (The Sabbath in Scgpaind how it
applies to Christians is available at www.chcpublicatien. There are also
articles which explain why the Sabbaths begin in Isksadlmove eastward
around the world from there. This results in the sdvelay Sabbath in
countries such as Australia and China beginning at 8askrday evening
rather than dusk Friday as in Israel, Europe, Afriwé the Americas.



11 Free to Obey God

As the Bible does not specify what they should deegard to these minor
dietary issues, Paul simply advises them to each do tivbgtbelieve to be
right in God'’s sight and also accept each othercssdm in what is really just
a personal choice. Again: there is no dispute aboutaligtobserving the
Sabbath as a day of fellowship with God and fellowebelis and a day of rest
from our normal work because God clearly requires that keeping God's
Sabbath is sin and therefore is not something Paul eggp(Bom 6:11-18).

Who Gave us the Law and Covenant at Mt Sinai?
There is also every reason to believe that it wasailg Jesus Christ who
appeared to Moses and gave him the Mt Sinai covenant:

Moreover, brethren, | do not want you to be unawareataur
fathers were under the cloud, all passed through &heafievere
immersed into Moses in the cloud and in the seatalthe same
spiritual food, and all drank the same spiritual drink.

For they drank of that spiritual Rock that followbeérm, and that
Rock was Christ. 1Corl10:1to4

God had the tablets He engraved with His Ten Worasepl inside the ark of
the covenant. This shows the importance of the Temdg/to God and
symbolizes the placement of them inside our hearts wiadbhecome the living
temples of God:

“At that time Jehovah said to me, ‘Cut for yourselbttablets of
stone like the first, and come up to Me on the mouargad make
yourself an ark of wood. And | will write on the tats the words
that were on the first tablets, which you broke; ama shall put
them in the ark.’

So | made an ark of acacia wood, cut two tablettooislike the
first, and went up the mountain, having the two tabletsy
hand.

And He wrote on the tablets according to the firstimg, the Ten
Words, which Jehovah had spoken to you in the moufrzim
the midst of the fire in the day of the assembly d&hovah gave
them to me.
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Then | turned and came down from the mountain, andhgaut
tablets in the ark which | had made; and there theyjaseas
Jehovah commanded me.” Deu 10:1to 5

Jesus also makes it clear that God’s Law will nateto an end before God'’s
entire plan of salvation prophesied in the Bible impleted. This will not be

complete until the new Jerusalem comes down to edieh the Last Great

Judgement:

“Do not think that | came to pull down the Law or tephets.
| did not come to pulthemdown but to fulfill. Truly, | say to
you, until heaven and earth pass awhgreis no way one letter
or one dot will pass from the law until all is implerted.”

Mat 5:17-18

Indeed every word of God is vital:

But as for you, continue in the things which you haaened and
been assured of, knowing from whom you have learreed,tAnd
that from childhood you have known the Holy Scripturesich
are able to make you wise for salvation through fattfich is in
Christ Jesus.

All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and isfeble for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instructiom
righteousness, that the man of God may be complet@Lghly
equipped for every good work. 2Tim 3:14 to 17

So indeed God'’s Law is good, but what happens if wéddeep it?

What is the Curse of the Law?
Some people claim that Galatians 3:13 tells us that Gadisis a curse.
That claim shows a complete misunderstanding of GedBitle and God's
Laws. Let us read it in context:

For as many as are of works of law are under theectosit is
written, “Cursed is everyone who does not continuelithings
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which are written in the book of the law, to do theBut that no
one is justified by law in the sight of God is evigédar “The just
shall live by faith.”

Yet the Law is not of faith, but “The man who doesnthshall
live by them.”

Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the lavingpédecome
a curse for us (for it is written, “Cursed is everyam® hangs on
a tree”), that the blessing of Abraham might come ughen
Gentiles in Christ Jesus, that we might receivetbenise of the
Spirit through faith. Gal 3:10to 14

If Galatians 3:13 says that God’s Law is a cursdsib says that Christ is a
curse. Obviously neither of these things are true. tfaak 3:10, only three
verses earlier, refutes these claims. It clearlyvshihat the curse is what
people bring onto themselves when they disobey Godis The curse of the
law is the sentence of punishment for disobediena=@a 27:26, Exo 21:12,
21:16, 31:14, etc). That curse - death for our sins - Jeskifton us and died
in our place so we could become righteous in God's.digdl’'s Law itself is
not a curse. The curse Jesus took for us was fulfilleeh He died, freeing
Him from the curse tob.

Another scripture that is incorrectly used to claiatBod’'s Law is somehow
evil is Col 2:14. However, an accurate translationhed passage actually
confirms the paragraph above:

And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncirsiomof

8 The twisted ‘understanding’ of this passage isafribe things Peter
warned us about: “Therefore, beloved, looking forwarthese things, be
diligent to be found by Him in peace, without spot andnelass; and
account that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvgtas also our beloved
brother Paul, according to the wisdom given to hiag Written to you, as
also in all his epistles, speaking in them of thes®gs, in which are some
things hard to understand, which those who are untaunghunstable twist
to their own destruction, as they alsotddhe rest of the Scriptures.”

2 Pet 3:14 to 16
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your flesh, He has made alive together with Himjigforgiven

all your trespasses, having wiped out the record of elbtsdo
the law that was against us, which was contrary toArgl He
has taken it out of the way, having nailed it tod¢hass.

Having disarmed principalities and powers, He made aiqubl
spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it.

Therefore let no one but the body of Christ judge yowad or

in drink, or regarding a festival or a new moosabbaths; which
are a shadow of things to cothe. Col 2:13 to 17

Though God wants us to obey His Laws, He makes it diedrwithout His
spirit living in us, we are not able to put them in cemtts and keep them; thus
bringing the curse of sin and death on ourselves. @dys Christ was ever
able to keep God'’s Laws:

“Jehovah your God will circumcise your heart and theerthef
your descendants, to love Jehovah your God withoailf ieart
and with all your soul, that you may live.

Also Jehovah your God will put all these curses on goemies
and on those who hate you, who persecuted you. And ybu wi
again obey the voice of Jehovah and do all His camdmants
which | command you today.

Jehovah your God will make you abound in all the wdnkooir
hand, in the fruit of your body, in the increase afirylivestock,
and in the produce of your land for good. For Jeheulilagain
rejoice over you for good as He rejoiced over yotdes, if you
obey the voice of Jehovah your God, to keep His cordmants
and His statutes which are written in this Bookheftaw, and if
you turn to Jehovah your God with all your heart and waith
your soul.

For this commandment which | command you today, fitait too

° The ESV translation of 2:14 is similar to ours, buiiésla poor job of vs.
2:16-17, giving it the opposite meaning that Paul gaviedrotiginal Greek.
More details on God's annual Holy Days are in ouickrtGod’s Holy
Days for Christians” available at www.chcpublicatioes$.n
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Let’s clarify this message for anyone who stilhitg they can earn their own
salvation by always keeping all of God’s Law. Godptlyh Paul, says:

10 Legally, the Mt Sinai covenant was literally a isiry of death for those
that disobeyed it as it included the death penaltgdone sins that were to
be administered by the government and citizens ahdlien of Israel (Lev
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mysterious for you, nor is it far off. It is not iedwen, that you
should say, ‘Who will ascend into heaven for us ambtto us,
that we may hear it and do it?’ Nor is it beyondgba, that you
should say, ‘Who will go over the sea for us and britg s,
that we may hear it and do it?’ But the word is veegr you, in
your mouth and in your heart, that you may do it.

See, | have set before you today life and good, deattevil, in
that | command you today to love Jehovah your Godjati& in
His ways, and to keep His commandments, His statahesHis
judgments, that you may live and multiply; and Jehgeam God
will bless you in the land which you go to possess.

But if your heart turns away so that you do not head, e
drawn away, and worship other gods and serve thenmdunce
to you today that you shall surely perish; you shall motgmg
your days in the land which you cross over the Joralgn in and
possess.

| call heaven and earth as witnesses today againsthat | have
set before you life and death, blessing and cursheretore
choose life, that both you and your descendants may lthat

you may love Jehovah your God, that you may obey His voice,

and that you may cling to Him, for He is your lifedathe length
of your days.” Deu 30:6 to 20

“What then? Do we excel? Not at all. For we have ptsio
charged both Jews and Greeks to all be under sinaguitis

20:2). But as Christians, we are now ambassadors a$tChoi truly

citizens of any earthly nation, and thus we aremetdminister such death
penalties. Instead, we offer reconciliation with Gadd thus freedom and

life (2 Cor 5:17 to 6:2).
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written: “There is no one righteous, no, not oner¢hs no one
who understands; there is no one who seeks God.

All have turned aside¢heyhave become worthless together; there
is not one who does good, no, not one.” Rom 3:9to 12

Also Romans 3:23 says: fall have sinned and come short of the
glory of God,

So we must admit that we are unable to save ours&lees of us have ever
managed to keep even the Ten Words faultlessly. hageénalty for sin is
death. But our wonderful God can convert our hopelasstiin into a victory:

“And when this corruptible shall put on incorruption, anig th
mortal shall put on immortality, then the word whishwritten
will occur: “Death was swallowed up in victory.”

O Death, where is your sting? O Hades, where is yiotory?”
The sting of death is sin, and the strength of sithe law. But
thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through oud Lor
Jesus Christ.” 1 Cor 15:54 to 57

Salvation and the New Covenant through our Great High Prids
“Seeing then that we have a great High Priest whophased
through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let ugasbldur
confession. For we do not have a High Priest whahaan
sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all pointstedl as
we are, yet without sin.

Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of gréts, we may
obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.
Heb 4:14 to 16

“Therefore, if perfection were through the Levitigalesthood
(for under it the people received the law), what furtireed was
there that another priest should rise according ¢ootider of
Melchizedek, and not be called according to therasfi&aron?
For the priesthood being changed, of necessity thea¢so a
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change of the law. For He of whom these things sreken
belongs to another tribe, from which no man hasietid at the
altar.
For it is evident that our Lord arose from Judah, atiwlribe
Moses spoke nothing concerning priesthood. And yteisfar
more evident if, in the likeness of Melchizedekerth arises
another priest who has come, not according to thela fleshly
commandment, but according to the power of an enlifiesBor
He testifies: “You are a priest forever accordingh® order of
Melchizedek.”
For on the one hand there is an annulling of the forme
commandment because of its weakness and unprofitabléress
the law made nothing perfect; on the other handetrethe
bringing in of a better hope, through which we draw te&od.”
Heb 7:11 to 19

So the law made nothing perfect; -for we contaimedlaw of sin and death
within ourselves. God's Law remained a written codtside of us. We were
not able to always keep God’s perfect Laws. Indeed,t€ls us that He added
burnt offerings and sacrifices, administered by thetical Priesthood, to his

covenant made at Mt Sinai because of ongoing sin:

“For | did not speak to your fathers, or command tivethe day
that | brought them out of the land of Egypt, conceyriarnt
offerings or sacrifices, but this is what | commandeehth
saying, ‘Obey My voice, and | will be your God, andiyghall be
My people, And walk in all the ways that | have ccamated you,
that it may be well with you.’

Yet they did not obey or incline their ear...” Je?2 to 24

And now Jesus has terminated the covenant giventaSMai with its
temporary laws, ordinances and ceremonies, samgfifig and placing God’s
pure laws inside us that love Him:
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“...once at the end of the ages, He has appeared twgaiyt
sin by the sacrifice of Himself.

And as it is appointed for men to die once, but atier the
judgment, so Christ was offered once to bear theddinsany.
To those who eagerly wait for Him He will appear eosel time,
apart from sin, for salvation.

For law, having a shadow of the good things to ¢@nd not
the very image of the things, can never with tisasee sacrifices,
which they offer continually year by year, make theg®
approach perfect.

For then would they not have ceased to be offered?heor
worshippers, once purged, would have had no more coissess
of sins. But in those sacrifices there is a remimdesins every
year, for it is not possible that the blood of bulls gadts could
take away sins.

Therefore, when He came into the world, He saidct8ice
and offering You did not desire, but a body You have pespi@r
Me. In burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin you hagleasure.

Then | said, ‘Behold, | have come; in the voluméhaf book
it is written of Me; to do Your will, O God.” “

Previously saying, “Sacrifice and offering, burnt offgs, and
offerings for sin You did not desire, nor had pleasarthem”
(which are offered according to law), then He sagkhold, |
have come to do Your will, O God.” He eliminates finst that
He may establish the second.

By that will we have been sanctified through therafifgof the
body of Jesus Christ once.

And every priest stands ministering daily and offgri
repeatedly the same sacrifices, which can neveraakg sins.
But this Man, after He had offered one sacrificesios forever,
sat down at the right hand of God, from that tinagtivg till His
enemies are made His footstool.

For by one offering He has completed forever those avie
being sanctified.

And the Holy Spirit also witnesses to us; for aftertidd said
before, “This is the covenant that | will make witlem after

18
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those days, says Jehovah: | will put My laws inta thearts, and
in their minds | will write them,” then He adds, “@ihsins and
their lawlessness | will remember no more.”

Now where there is remission of these, there i©ongdr an
offering for sin.

Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter thiestdly the
blood of Jesus, by a new and living way which He atnaged for
us, through the veil, that is, His flesh, and havirndjgh Priest
over the house of God, let us draw near with a traet e full
assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled fromeail
conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.

Let us hold fast the confession of our hope withouteniag,
for He who promised is faithful.” Heb 9:26 to 10:23

“You are manifestly an epistle of Christ, ministelbgadis, written
not with ink but by the Spirit of the living God, nat tablets of
stone but on tablets of flesh, that is, of the heart.

And we have such trust through Christ toward God. thmt
we are sufficient of ourselves to think of anythisg@amingfrom
ourselves, but our sufficiency is from God, who also magle
sufficient as ministers of the new covenant, ndhefletter but of
the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit givige.

2Cor33to6

Have you grasped what Paul is saying in 2 Corinthiatesi® not saying
that the Ten Words are abolished. He is sayingibatthey are written in our
hearts. No longer are they external words carvedsiune that we could not
keep, now they are alive at the core of our being.Spigt of the living God
who now lives in us has brought God'’s law with him andbles us to obey it.
This wondrous event was prophesied long ago througkidtze

“Then | will sprinkle clean water on you, and you sll
clean; | will cleanse you from all your uncleannesd from all
your idols.

I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit witiiou; |
will take the heart of stone out of your flesh angegiou a heart
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of flesh.

I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walklty
statutes, and you will keep My judgments and do them.

Then you shall dwell in the land that | gave to yathérs;
you shall be My people, and | will be your God.

I will deliver you from all your uncleannesses. |I\#ll for
the grain and multiply it, and bring no famine upon you.

And | will multiply the fruit of your trees and the rgase of
your fields, so that you need never again bear theaeh of
famine among the nations.

Then you will remember your evil ways and your deeds th
were not good; and you will loathe yourselves in yawn sight,
for your iniquities and your abominations.” Ezek 36:25 to 31

The Hebrew passages tell us God’s law will be placedenss. Ezekiel is
more specific as it identifies God'’s statutes andguaugnts as part of what is
to be put into our hearfs

The new spirit in us is one of unity, both with God aadh other:

Therefore remember that you, once Gentiles in tisé;fieho
are called Uncircumcision by what is called the Circision
made in the flesh by hands; that at that time you wétheut
Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israstl a
strangers from the covenants of promise, having mpe fand
without God in the world.

But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off Heeen
made near by the blood of Christ. For He Himselfuis meace,
who has made both one, and has removed the middileofwa
division between us, having inactivated in His fldst enmity,
that is, the law of commandments contained in @scrso as to
create in Himself one new man from the two, thusingageace,
and that He might reconcile them both to God intmdy through
the cross, thereby killing the enmity.

M This corresponds with the “ink” of 2 Cor 3:3 on thevimes page.
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And He came and preached peace to you who were afar off
and to those who were near. For through Him we botlke hav
access by one Spirit to the Father.

Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers andbioees, but
fellow citizens with the saints and members of theskebold of
God, having been built on the foundation of the aposiles
prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cormesto
whom the whole building, being joined together, grovica holy
temple in the Lord, in whom you also are being builetbgr for
a habitation of God in the Spirit. Eph 2:11 to 22

In this Ephesians passage, note that it is the deoféhe Mt Sinai covenant
that have been inactivated by Christ's death as teowa of the covenanters.
It is essential to understand the difference betweed'sGloaw and the
covenants. God's Law can be compared to the lawseofdvernment of a
country. These laws underlie all legal contractayesgreement that breaks the
law of that country cannot be enforced. A covenaat legal contract that is
made between citizens of that country or even betwde&ers and the
government and is binding until the death of the camtsrs. Though it is a
legal contract, it is not the law. When God spoke Hen Words at Mt Sinali,
He was making sure they knew the framework of His Ladetlging the
covenant He was about to make with them. The realithat God’'s Law
underlies every covenant that He makes, includintjdve Covenant. Bringing
the Sinai covenant to an end does not remove egemgk letter from God's
Law, just as Jesus said.

The decrees of separation were part of the covenaim plgce at Mt. Sinai
to help protect the Israelites from corruption throuwh itlolatrous nations
surrounding them (Lev 20:22 to 24). Now that the Gentilesiso being saved
through Jesus, that separation is no longer needegtitioe decrees remain in
God’'s Word as an ongoing warning of the dangerdaétry. Also note that
the covenants of promise are still in effect, sudBad’'s covenants with Noah,
Abraham and David. They continue because they were witldéhe Father,
who never died.
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Justification is through Christ alone
Justification is being cleansed of all sins and theing placed in a righteous
relationship with God. God makes it clear that jicstiion is only possible
through the Cross of Christ:

But we know that all the Law says, it speaks to tiogee Law,

so that every mouth may be stopped, and all the worldbeay
under judgement before God, because by works of law ro fles
will be justified before Him, for through law is thelfihowledge

of sin.

But nowthe righteousness of God is revealed apart from law,
being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, theedghhess

of God through the faith of Jesus Christ to all and bthake
believing. For there is no difference; for all haimed and come
short of the glory of God,

being justified freely by His grace through the redenmptio
Christ Jesus, whom God set forth to be a propitiatiooutih
faith in His blood, to display His righteousness, beeandis
toleration God had passed over the sins that hadmectbefore,

to display His righteousness at the present time;léois being
just and the justifier of the one who has the fafthesus.

Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what [@fRorks?
No, but throughhe law of faith.

Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faghrt from
works of law. Rom 3:19 to 28

For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for ust ta
might become the righteousness of God in Him. 2 Cor 5:21

“let it be known to you all, and to all the people sxfdel, that by
the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you ced¢ifvthom
God raised from the dead, by Him this man stands before
you whole.

This is the ‘stone which was rejected by you buildetsch has
become the chief cornerstone.’
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Nor is there salvation in any other, for there isatiber name
under heaven given among men by which we must be Saved.
Acts 4:10 to 12

So, no one but Jesus Christ can save us from sin. Moot save ourselves
by keeping God’s Law. Nor could we ever earn forgegsfor our sins by our
own actions. But does that mean that now that wenadrist we no longer
need to keep God’s Laws? What does God's word sayt &hat? -The Bible
warns us that this direction leads to lawlessnetghwleads to the second
death in the Lake of Fire. Do you remember these svofdesus?

“Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,” will &nm into the
kingdom of heaven, but those who do the will of MytHea in

heaven.

“Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, ind(r name did
we not prophesy, and in Your name cast out demonsn afoir

name perform many powerful works?’

“And then | will declare to them, ‘I never knew yalepart from
Me, you who practice lawlessnes®’ Mat 7:21 to 23

It is likely that these people did do these works,thair rejection of God’s
Law and consequent disobedience to it has disquatiferd from the reward
they had expected. The works sound like those of th@dem Pentecostal
movement. Sadly, many of these ‘Pentecostals’ dgtteflise to keep even
God's annual Holy Day of Pentecost because they havameorrectly taught
that God's law is a curse from which they have beeffrset Yet they are
happy to keep pagan ‘holydays’ like Easter and Chrstmvaich God

condemns: Eastre is the pagan Anglo-Saxon goddeswiofy and fertility:

Easter is a corruption of God's Passover and Fedsnleavened Bread and

actually denies that Jesus kept the sign that progas elr risen

12 awlessness is translated franopua (@anomia an-om-ee’-ah, meaning no
law, lawlessness. (Strong’s # 458)) It is also traedl&wlessness in the
ESV and NKJV.
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Saviour®. Christmas Day is just the pagan ‘Day of the IndleeSun’ with a
little bit of whitewash on it: Jesus was born in theuaut, not on Christmas
day* All of this nonsense is lawlessness and spiritualtex.

God has more to say about lawlessness:
The coming of the lawless one is according to tlekimg of
Satan, with all power, signs, and lying wonders, ant al
unrighteous deception among those who perish, becaysdidhe
not receive the love of the truth, that they mightaeed.
And for this reason God will send them strong delusihat they
should believe the lie, that they may all be condermwhd; did
not believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness.
But we are bound to give thanks to God always for lgoethren
beloved by the Lord, because God from the beginningecyms
for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit oadief in the
truth, to which He called you by our gospel, for the iirtg of
the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Therefore, brethren, stand fast and hold the toaditivhich you
were taught, whether by word or our epistle.
Now may our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, and our God and
Father, who has loved us and given us everlastirgpéation and
good hope by grace, comfort your hearts and estabdighny
every good word and work.
Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the word of tleed-may have
free course and be glorified, just as it is with yaod that we
may be delivered from unreasonable and wicked memdioall
have faith.

13 This is the Sign of Jonah (Mat 12:38-42). God'’s calenelegals that
Jesus died on a Wednesday, was put into the tombwiaihg and rose at
the end of the Sabbath on Saturday evening, exactliiriglthis sign. This
is explained infGod’s Calendar and the Sign of Jonaliso at
www.chcpublications.net

4 More detail on this is in outloly Days for Christiangrticle and The
Two Babylonsbook, both on our website.
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But the Lord is faithful, who will establish you andagd you
from the evil one.

And we have confidence in the Lord concerning youh lbloat
you do and will do the things we command you.

Now may the Lord direct your hearts into the lov&ofl and into
the patience of Christ.

But we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lestis
Christ, that you withdraw from every brother who walks
disorderly and not according to the tradition whiehreceived

from us.
For you yourselves know how you ought to follow usyierwere
not disorderly among you; 2 Thes 2:9 to 3:7

We hope and pray that many of these people will ant&emtheir deception,
repent and not be condemned. Then they can rejoibe tnuth of Christ and
the purity of His Spirit and love.

By the way, over the last two thousand years therehasys been a small
remnant of Christ's followers who have kept the iieds taught by the
Apostles, which include rejoicing in God’s weekly aamthual Sabbaths.

What does Jesus want with us?
He wants to engrave His Laws in our hearts:

But now He has obtained a more excellent ministrygrmach as
He is also Mediator of a better covenant, which established
on better promises. For if that first covenant hachliaaltless,
then no place would have been sought for a second.
Because finding fault with them, He says: “Behol& days are
coming,” says Jehovah, “when | will make a new cave with
the house of Israel and with the house of Judah;auatrding to
the covenant that | made with their fathers indéne when | took
them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Edygatause
they did not continue in My covenant, and | disregdrtiem,”
says Jehovah.

“For this is the covenant that | will make with theuse of Israel:



feréo Obey God 26

After those days,” says Jehovah, “I will put My lawsheir mind
and write them on their hearts; and | will be tig@od, and they
shall be My people.

None of them shall teach his neighbour, and none ftathér,
saying, ‘Know Jehovah,’ for all shall know Me, frahe least of
them to the greatest of them.

For | will be merciful to their unrighteousness, anglrtBins and
their lawlessness | will remember no more.”

In that He says, “A new covenant,” He has made th&t fi
obsolete. Now what is becoming obsolete and growiddso
ready to vanish away. Heb 8:6 to 13 (also read Jer 31:33-34)

This is the second time in Hebrews that we are tad God is putting His
Laws into our hearts. Can you remember that in Deu 11u€d on page 7)
God told us to put His laws in our hearts? We were blg @ do so. Only
Jesus Christ achieved this. Now God's Spirit has dlmnas what we could
never do ourselves. This is another aspect of beingy @nelce.

As we have seen above, what is vanishing away irglindeburden of animal
sacrifices and the rituals for the Levitical priestthavhich were included in
God's covenant at Mt Sinai due to ongoing sin. Iddseortly after the book
of Hebrews was written the Temple at Jerusalem wdgogled and the entire
Levitical/animal sacrifice system was destroyedhtitThere is no longer any
sacrifice for sin apart from Christ’s.

Only the Sacrifice of Christ can free us from theremus burden of sin that
we created for ourselves when we broke God’'s Lawenké were without
God's Spirit and without Christ. These are the thitigg Paul warns those
who want to be physically circumcised about, as beingumictsed
symbolically commits them to keeping everything thas given at Sinai:

Stand fast therefore in the liberty by which Chrias hmade us
free, and do not be entangled again with a yokéagtsy.
Indeed I, Paul, say to you that if you become circurdciSérist
will profit you nothing.

And | testify again to every man who becomes circaattithat
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he is a debtor to keep the whole law.

You have become estranged from Christ, you who atterip
justified by law; you have fallen from grace.

For we through the Spirit eagerly wait for the hope of
righteousness by faith.

For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircsioniavails
anything, but faith working through love. Gal5:1to6

In Titus we are again reminded that we are saved bys@pdce and we
cannot -ever- be justified by works of law:

For the grace of God that brings salvation has apgearall
men, teaching us that, denying ungodliness and wantelings,

we should live soberly, righteously, and godly inphesent age,
looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearingeoteat
God and of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who gave Himselidp
that He might redeem us from all lawlessness andyptoif
Himself His own special people, zealous for good works.
Speak these things, exhort, and rebuke with all aughdwet no
one despise you.

Remind them to be subject to rulers and authoritieshey, to be
ready for every good work, to speak evil of no ome,be
peaceable, gentle, showing all humility to all men.

For we ourselves were also once foolish, disobediaurived,
serving various lusts and pleasures, passing time irceratid
envy, hateful and hating one another.

But when the kindness and the love of God our Saviouarbw
man appeared, not by works of righteousness which we have
done, but according to His mercy He saved us, through th
washing of regeneration and renewing of the HolyiSpihom

He poured out on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our
Saviour, that having been justified by His grace we shoul
become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

This is a faithful saying, and these things | wami yo affirm
constantly, that those who have believed in God shmeitareful

to maintain good works. These things are good aofitgiole to
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men. Titus 2:11 to 3:8
God again reminds us that He loves righteousneshated lawlessness:

But to the Son He says: “Your throne, O God, is ferand ever;
a scepter of righteousness is the scepter of Your Kingd

You have loved righteousness and hated lawlessnessfottee
God, Your God, has anointed You with the oil of glestimore
than Your companions.” Heb 1:8to 9

Indeed, God still wants us to keep His commandments:
This is the message which we have heard from Hihdaclare
to you, that God is light artiereis no darkness in Him at all. If
we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walldarkness,
we lie and do not practice the truth.

But if we walk in the light as He is in the lightye have
fellowship with one another, and the blood of JeshasCHis
Son cleanses us from all sin.
If we say that we have no sin, we deceive oursehmsihe truth
is not in us. If we confess our sins, He is faithfudl gust to
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unraglgeess. If
we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a diad, His
word is not in us.
My little children, these things | write to you, thaiu may not
sin. And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with Father,
Jesus Christ the righteous. And He Himself is the petjan for
our sins, and not for ours only but also for the wiaadd. Now
by this we know that we know Him, if we keep His
commandments.
He who says, “I know Him,” and does not keep His
commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in Bint whoever
keeps His word, truly the love of God is completediim. By this
we know that we are in Him. Thlenesaying to remain in Him
ought himself to walk just as th@newalked.

1 John 1:5 to 2:6
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And how did Jesus walk? -He loved His Father andceimmandments:

“Do not think that | came to pull down the Law or thphets.
I did not come to pulthemdown but to fulfill.

Truly, | say to you, until heaven and earth pass athayeis no
way one letter or one dot will pass from the law ualilis
implemented. Thus whoever removes one of these codmmaants
in the least, and teaches men so, he shall be calledrighst
kingdom of heaven. But whoever does and teaittesg he shall
be called great in the kingdom of heaven.

For | say to you, that if your righteousness doesroeed the
righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, theoevigy you
will enter into the kingdom of heaven.” Mat 5:17 to 20

Jesus then makes these statements which clarify ehateans by greater
righteousness:

“You have heard that it was said to those of oldyushall not
commit adultery.” But | say to you that whoever loaks woman

to lust for her has already committed adultery with inehis
heart.

And if your right eye causes you to sin, pluck it out aasdt it
from you; for it is more profitable for you that one yaur
members perish, than for your whole body to be cast into
Gehenna. And if your right hand causes you to sinit cft and

cast it from you; for it is more profitable for you tlzae of your
members perish, than for your whole body to be cast into
Gehenna.

Furthermore it has been said, ‘Whoever divorces ifigs it him

give her a certificate of divorce.” “But | say towthat whoever
divorces his wife for any reason except fornicatianses her to
commit adultery; and whoever marries a woman widvisrced
commits adultery.

Again you have heard that it was said to thosedyf‘glou shall

not swear falsely, but shall perform your oaths td_tivel.” “But

| say to you, do not swear at all: neither by heafaernt is God'’s
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throne; nor by the earth, for it is His footstoady ty Jerusalem,
for it is the city of the great King.

Nor shall you swear by your head, because you cannotaonake
hair white or black.

But let your ‘Yes’ be ‘Yes,” and your ‘No,” ‘No.’” For atever
is more than these is from the evil one.

You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eykatooth
for a tooth.” “But | tell you not to resist an evil gen. But
whoever slaps you on your right cheek, turn the othkin also.
If anyone wants to sue you and take away your tunibirfehave
your cloak also. And whoever compels you to go one mde,
with him two. Give to him who asks you, and from hirhow
wants to borrow from you do not turn away.

You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love ymeighbour
and hate your enemy.’ “But | say to you, love your g@esnbless
those who curse you, do good to those who hate ydipray for
those who spitefully use you and persecute you, that ygibma
sons of your Father in heaven; for He makes His s@mon the
evil and on the good, and sends rain on the jusoarnie unjust.
For if you love those who love you, what reward hgwe? Do
not even the tax collectors do the same? And if yegtgyour
brethren only, what do you do more than others? Deven the
tax collectors do so?

Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your Fatheeavén is
perfect.” Mat 5:27 to 48

This theme is continued in 2 Peter 1:4 to 11, where Petdirms that we are
to be partakers of the divine nature. How great id'§5Grace! Can you see
that Jesus wantsore from us than the Old Covenants ever required, ne?les
He adds a whole new spiritual dimension to His Laaguiring us to operate
at a purer level of love than someone without G&pgit indwelling them
could ever achieve. The examples Jesus use go beyotiejlisnh Words. And
all of them are founded on love for God and loverfeighbour*®

15 God really wants a deeper level of love for our ietmirs. We are not to
sit back and allow them to drift off into destructiithout warning them.
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But we must be very careful of two things:

1: We must never, ever think that we are earninguaitification with God by
keeping His Laws (review Gal 5:4, Titus 3:5-7 both quoted @bde are
only, and can only ever be, saved by the Sacrifi€hoist as our Passover and
the washing of His blood. Our new ability to keep Gddisv after being
cleansed by Christ is in fact totally a gift fromdzand has nothing to do with
any supposedly wondrous nature within ourselves:

Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeye@siot my
presence only, but now much more in my absence, worjoout
own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is Getlo works in
you both to will and to do for His good pleasure.

Do all things without murmuring and disputing, that yoaym
become blameless and harmless, children of God wifhalitin
the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, gmbom you
shine as lights in the world, holding fast the avof life, so that

I may rejoice in the day of Christ that | have nat in vain or
laboured in vain. Phil 2:12 to 16

2: God only requires us to keep His Law, not the fulbScovenant. His Law

is summarised in the two great commands: Love @wd,eighbour. They are
expanded in the Ten Words. The Sabbath commandmdabisx@panded to

include His annual Sabbaths as enumerated in Leviticusi23e Holy Days

are sacred to God as they reveal His full Plan bfe®ian for us first and then

for all the earth (ie: they are a shadow of theghito come). Honouring what
is sacred to God shows our love for Him. We ard@mgget caught up with the
temporary rules made in the covenant at Mt Sinai aisdine earthly temple,
the Levitical priesthood, and the many animal seesffor sin (Review Heb

9:27 to 10:18 quoted above).

God says: “You shall not hate your brother in your hedou shall surely
rebuke your neighbour, and not bear sin because of himshaiunot take
vengeance, nor bear any grudge against the chilfigguo people, but you
shall love your neighbour as yourself: | am Jehovdbe¥ (19:17-18)
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In this context, it is wise to examine this passagenfActs where James
outlines what God requires from the Gentile converShrist:

“Known to God from eternity are all His works.

Therefore | judge that we should not trouble those fiorang the
Gentiles who are turning to God, but that we writehient to
abstain from things polluted by idols, from fornicatidrom
things strangled, and from blood.

For Moses has had throughout many generations thbse w
preach him in every city, being read in the synagogwesy
Sabbath.” Acts 15:18 to 21

Some people claim that this is all that modern Glanstare required to do.
Note that none of the four things that James listdlee Ten Words, though all
four are in God’s Law. Even the reference to ‘abshiaom things offered to
idols’ is telling them to not eat food, etc whichshaeen offered to idols first
(see 1 Cor 8:1-13). Does this short list mean thatitigeptable for the gentile
Christians to have other gods, abuse God’'s Name, rdishdheir parents,
steal, murder and defile the Sabbath? Of course netapbstles did not tell
them to keep the Ten Words at this time because exeloeady knew and
agreed that all Christians were to keep all of the Wemds. That was not
being disputed. James even expected the gentiles ddlywsynagogues every
Sabbath to learn more about God’s Law and way of life.

These four things were just a few additional iteras €od revealed to them as
essential for all Christians to avoid. Three oftihrelate to food (for example,
Christians are not to eat black sausages as theyaate from blood nor eat
things strangled because they still have their bloothéni®). These food
restrictions are also referred to in Col 2:16 (see &gt get the context
correctly translated). But as stated above, no regemewas placed on the
gentile Christians to observe the entire covenamingat Mt. Sinai.

16 Why forbid consuming blood? God explains in Lev 17:14 tfersoul of
all fleshis its blood; It is one with its soul. Therefore | stodhe children
of Israel, “You shall not eat the blood of any flefdr, the soul of all flesh is
its blood. Whoever eats it shall be cut off.’
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And why would we keep God'’s Laws

if doing so isn’t earning our Salvation?
“for all have sinned and come short of the glory of Gmelng
justified freely by His grace through the redemption mig
Jesus, whom God set forth to be a propitiation throuijh ifa
His blood, to display His righteousness, because indiisation
God had passed over the sins that had occurred biefalisplay
His righteousness at the present time, for He is hegignd the
justifier of the one who has the faith of Jesus.
Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what [@fRorks?
No, but throughhe law of faith.
Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faghrt from
works of law.
Or is He the God of the Jews only? Is He not dlsdg3od of the
Gentiles? Yes, of the Gentiles also, since theomésGod who
will justify the circumcised by faith and the uncircuse

through faith.
Do we then make law void through faith? It cannosteOn the
contrary, we establish law.” Rom 3:23 to 31

What shall we say then? Is the law sin? Certaioly ®n the
contrary, | would not have known sin except through I&ar |
would not have known covetousness unless the law &dd s
“You shall not covet.” But sin, taking opportunity by the
commandment, produced in me all manner of evil desker
apart from law sin was dead. | was alive once wittew but
when the commandment came, sin revived and | diad.the
commandment, which was to bring life, | found to briregth.
For sin, taking occasion by the commandment, dedenes and
by it killed me.

Therefore the law is holy, and the commandment haly just
and good.

Has then what is good become death to me? Certaot\But
sin, that it might appear sin, was producing deathdarimough
what is good, so that sin through the commandmagittrbecome
exceedingly sinful.
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For we know that the law is spiritual, but | am carsald under
sin. Rom 7:7 to 14

Behold what manner of love the Father has givethaswe may
be called children of God! Therefore the world doasknow us,
because it did not know Him.
Beloved, now we are children of God; and it hasyeen revealed
yet what we shall be, but we know that when He isaleds we
shall be like Him, because we shall see Him as He sl A
everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, @issthat
Oneis pure.
Whoever commits sin also commits lawlessness, andssi
lawlessness. And you know that He was manifesteakmaway
our sins, and in Him there is no sin. Whoever abimé&ésm does
not sin. Whoever sins has neither seen Him nor krigéim. Little
children, let no one deceive you. He who practiggstenusness
is righteous, just as He is righteous.

1John3:1to7

“Thus whoever removes one of these commandmettis least,
and teaches men so, he shall be called least ikirtgdom of
heaven. But whoever does and teathes) he shall be called
great in the kingdom of heaven.” Mat 5:19

Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflowatkedness, and
receive with meekness the implanted word, whiclble tb save
your souls. But be doers of the word, and not hearers only
deceiving yourselves.

For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a,dweis like a
man observing his natural face in a mirror; for heeoles
himself, goes away, and immediately forgets whad kif man he
was.

But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty amditinues in

it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of thekwihis one

will be blessed in what he does. James 1:21 to 25
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Did you grasp that? Jesus and James say that Gdudessl us if we study and
keep his law. God wants us to know His Word and tapon it. We are also
to do other works of obedience to God which arenpoessarily in the law. As
an example, perhaps God reveals something to us abowighioour and asks
us to speak to him about it. James uses the example diigkbrand Isaac:

But do you want to know, O foolish man, that faittheut works
is dead? Was not Abraham our father justified by waithan he
offered Isaac his son on the altar?

Do you see that faith was working together withdasks, and by
works faith was made perfect? And the Scripture waglédlf
which says, “Abraham believed God, and it was accduoteim
for righteousness.” And he was called the frienGod.

You see then that a man is justified by works, andogdiith
only. Likewise, was not Rahab the harlot also justifby works
when she received the messengers and sent thenotiiaway?
For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faithaut works
is dead also. James 2:20 to 26

So, we obey because God wants us to become sinlebkelise The more we
obey Him, the closer to Him we come. The more lika iWe become, the more
intimate our relationship with Him becomes.

But mostly we obey because we love God, our great talegjver, father and
saviour:

“If you love Me, you will keep My commandments, and |l wi
pray the Father, and He will give you another Helpeat He
may abide with you forever, the Spirit of truth, whdma tworld
cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor khims but
you know Him, for He dwells with you and will be inyo

I will not leave you orphans; | will come to you. Atle while
longer and the world will see Me no more, but you sdé Me.
Because | live, you will live also. At that day youlwnow that

I am in My Father, and you in Me, and | in you.
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He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he who
loves Me. And he who loves Me will be loved by Mytiex, and
I will love him and manifest Myself to him.”

John 14:15 to 21

Please re-read verses 15 and 16: We are required tokeegimg Christ’s
commandmentiseforeour Father will give us the Holy Spirit. And if we vsie
to continue keeping Christ’'s commandments, it is alsvibat the Holy Spirit
will be taken back from us (Heb 10:26-31, 2 Tim 2:12, 2 Pet 2:17-22).

Loving Jesus and keeping His commandments mark us ing G®d's
Children, filling us with the joy of Christ and hefgi us to hold fast to the end:

“As the Father loved Me, | also have loved you; abiddy love.

If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My lojest
as | have kept My Father’'s commandments and abidssilove.
These things | have spoken to you, that My joy may refna
you, and that your joy may be full.

This is My commandment, that you love one another Fas/é
loved you.” John 15:9 to 12

Nevertheless the solid foundation of God standsnbatiis seal:
“The Lord knows those who are His,” and, “Let every who
names the name of Christ depart from iniquity.”

2 Tim 2:19

And the dragon was enraged with the woman, and dre 0

make war with the rest of her offspring, who keep the

commandments of God and have the witness of Jesist.Ch
Rev 12:17

Here is the patience of the saints; hare those keeping the
commandments of God and the faith of Jesus. Rev 14:12

Blessed are those who do His commandments, thatriighave
the right to the tree of life, and may enter throtlghgates into
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the city. Rev 22:14

Christ has freed us from the body of sin. Now thaavestruly free we can love
God, obey His laws and rejoice in his Love:

For | delight in the law of God according to thevard man. But
| see another law in my members, warring againstathieof my
mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sthich is in
my members.

O wretched man that | am! Who will deliver me frtns body of
death?

| thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So thett) e
mind | myself serve God's law, but with the fleshsiaw.
Therefore now there is no condemnation to those aveoin
Christ Jesus, who do not walk according to the fldsit
according to the Spirit.

For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus Imasde me free
from the law of sin and death. For the laaspowerless in that
it was weak through the flesh. God sent His own Bothe
likeness of sinful flesh, and because of sin He conddmsin in
the flesh, that the righteous requirement of the laghtmbe
fulfiled in us, who do not walk according to the ste but
according tahe Spirit.

For those living according to the flesh concentaatehe flesh,
but those living according to the Spirit, the thingshe Spirit.
For to be fleshly minded is death, but to be spirituallyded is
life and peace.

Because the fleshly mind is enmity against God; fas mot
subject to the law of God, nor can it be. And thosadivn the
flesh cannot please God.

But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit sinae 8pirit of
God dwells in you. But if anyone does not have theitSqf
Christ, he is not His. And if Christ is in you, thedy is dead
because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of rightessss
But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from thedldwells in
you, He who raised Christ from the dead will als@djfe to your
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mortal bodies by His Spirit who dwells in you.

Therefore, brethren, we are debtors; not to the flesHjve
according to the flesh. For if you live accordinghe flesh you
will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeflshe
body, you will live.

For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, thessa@re of
God. For you did not receive the spirit of bondageratyafear,
but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry, out
“Abba, Father.”

The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that are
children of God, and if children, then heirs; hef$od and joint
heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, thae may also
be glorified together.

For | consider that the sufferings of this preseneteme not
worthy to be compared with the glory which shall beseded in
us. For the earnest expectation of the creation eagaitg for
the revealing of the sons of God. For the creatias subjected
to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjedtit in
hope; because the creation itself also will be deli/ém@m the
bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of thédren of
God. Rom 7:22 to 8:21

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, in everything thanks;
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.

Do not quench the Spirit.

Do not despise prophecies.

Test all things; hold fast what is good. Abstaimirevery form
of evil. 1Th5:16 to 22

Rejoice in the Lord always. Again | will say, riee!

Let your gentleness be known to all men. The Loed l&and. Be
anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and suafido,
with thanksgiving, let your requests be made know@dd; and
the peace of God, which surpasses all understandithguard
your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.

Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatévegs are
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noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are, pur
whatever things are lovely, whatever things argoafd report, if
there is any virtue and if there is anything praiséwg meditate
on these things. The things which you learned anadvestand
heard and saw in me, these do, and the God of péabe with
you. Phil 4:4to0 9
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The Heart of God

Romans 3:26
John 3:33
| John 3:3

| John 1:5
| Cor 1:9
Nahum 1:7

| Cor 10:1-4
Isa 6:3, | Pet 1:15
John 14:6

John 14:4-6
Jer 23:6
Matt 5:48

Rev 17:14
Is 58:14, Psalm 40:8

Heb 13:8
John 8:36
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The Heart of God’s Law

Just Romans 7:12

True Neh 9:13

Pure Psalm 19:7,8

Light Prov 6:23

Faithful Psalm 119:86

Good Rom 7:12,16

Spiritual Rom 7:14

Holy Rom 7:12

Truth Psalm 119:142,151
Life John 12:50, Mat 19:17
Righteousness Psalm 119:172
Perfect Psalm 19:7, James 1:25
Royal James 2:8

Delight Rom 7:22, Ps 119:143
Forever Psalm 111:7,8

Freedom James 1:25
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Some of our Other Resources Available:

Publications

Eternal Life is God’s Gift - Does the Bible teach that you have eternal life? Howyoan
receive God'’s gift of immortality?

Sex, God and Families Pamphlet exposing flaws of sexual promiscuity and outlining the
benefits of following God’s sexual principles.

Eastern Meditation and Jesus Christ- Recounts the experiences of a member of CHCP
who became a Christian while practising Eastern Meditation.

The Ten Commandments-Explains how the Ten Commandments lay the basis for our
relationship with God and how obedience would result in true
civilization.

The Sabbath in Scripture- Has God’s Seventh-day Sabbath been ‘done away with'? -Does
God want us to keep it?

God's Holy Days for Christians - Discover how these Holy Days reveal God’s Plan of
Salvation.

God's Calendar and the Sign of Jonah- What does the Bible teach us about God's
Calendar? How did Jesus keep the Sign of Jonah?

The Sabbath in Scripture- Has God’s Seventh-day Sabbath been ‘done away with’? -Does
God want us to keep it?

Spirit, Soul and BodyThis booklet provides a deeper look at the Bible’steachings éfve
composition of human beings and the role of our soul.

Unclean Animals and Food - What does the Bible teach about unclean animals? Does the
New Covenant allow us to eat unclean meat?

The Millennium - Will the Earth be an uninhabited wasteland throughout the Millenaium
will it be converted into a paradise under Christ’s leadership?

Radiocarbon Dating - Shows how changes in radioactive carbon levels can disttter
radioactive dates. Not heavily technical.

Software

Calculated Biblical Calendar - Calculates dates of Annual Holy Days, Crucifixion,
Flood, Creation, etc, and allows you to test the calendar
locally.

Radiocarbon Dating - Shows effects of changes in geomagnetic field and
radiocarbon/carbon ratios on radioactive dating.

Free Library
We have a large range of Christian and Creationist litexaCDs and DVDs that are
available for borrowing within Australia. Please contafor our list.



